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Pursuant to the authority of lowa Code section 100.35, the State Fire Marshal in the Department of
Public Safety hereby amends Chapter 205, “Fire Safety Requirements for Hospitals and Health Care
Facilities,” Iowa Administrative Code.

The State Fire Marshal in the Department of Public Safety is authorized to adopt administrative
rules pursuant to lowa Code section 100.35. These amendments adopt by reference the 2012 edition
of NFPA 101: Life Safety Code, referred to as the “2012 Life Safety Code.” The 2012 Life Safety Code
was adopted by the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services and became effective July 5, 2016.
The 2012 Life Safety Code reflects current safety standards and requirements for hospitals, nursing
facilities, hospices, intermediate care facilities for persons with intellectual disabilities or mental illness,
ambulatory care facilities, and religious nonmedical facilities. Adopting the 2012 Life Safety Code will
promote safety for vulnerable persons.

Notice of Intended Action was published in the lowa Administrative Bulletin as ARC 3411C on
October 25, 2017. A public hearing was held on November 14, 2017, at 10 a.m. in the First Floor Public
Conference Room (Room 125), Oran Pape State Office Building, 215 East 7th Street, Des Moines, lowa.
No persons appeared at the public hearing, and no written comments were received. These amendments
are identical to those published under Notice.

The State Fire Marshal adopted these amendments on November 29, 2017.

It is expected that there will be no fiscal impact for the adoption of the 2012 Life Safety Code. The
fire inspectors who perform these inspections are trained on the new code, and no additional costs are
expected.

Pursuant to the provisions of rule 661—10.222(17A), the State Fire Marshal does not have authority
to waive requirements established by statute. Pursuant to the provisions of rules 661—200.2(100) and
661—10.222(17A), the State Fire Marshal has the authority to grant waivers from the rules.

It is expected that there will be no impact on jobs. The adoption of the 2012 Life Safety Code will
help to better protect vulnerable populations and persons who work in the facilities listed above.

These amendments are intended to implement lowa Code section 100.35.

These amendments will become effective January 24, 2018.

The following amendments are adopted.

ITEM 1. Amend rule 661—205.1(100) as follows:

661—205.1(100) Definitions. The following definitions apply to rules 661—205.1(100) through
661—205.25(100).

“Ambulatory health care facility” means a facility or portion thereof used to provide services or
treatment that provides, on an outpatient basis, treatment for one or more patients that renders the patients
incapable of taking action for self-preservation under emergency conditions without the assistance of
others; or provides, on an outpatient basis, anesthesia that renders the patient incapable of taking action
for self-preservation under emergency conditions without the assistance of others.

“Existing” means that a facility (1) has been in continuous operation under its current classification
of occupancy since before September1H5;2003 July 5, 2016, and has not undergone renovation or

remodeling, including an addition, on or after September 52003 July 5, 2016, or (2) received plan
approval for initial construction or for its most recent renovation or remodeling project, including an

addition, if any, from the building code bureau of the fire marshal division prior to Mareh-H52003 July
5, 2016.
“Hospice” means a facility licensed or seeking licensure pursuant to lowa Code section 135J.2.
“Hospital” means a facility licensed or seeking licensure pursuant to lowa Code chapter 135B.
“Intermediate care facility forthe-mentathretarded ’ means a facility licensed or seeking licensure
pursuant to lowa Code section 135C.2(3) “c.”



https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/661.205.1.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/iac/rule/661.205.25.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/135J.2.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/chapter/135B.pdf
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/135C.2.pdf

“New” means that a facility (1) commenced continuous operation under its current classification of

occupancy on or after September 152003 July 5, 2016, (2) has undergone renovation or remodeling,

including an addition, on or after September1152003 July 5, 2016, or (3) received plan approval from
the building code bureau of the fire marshal division for the initial construction of the facility or the most

recent renovation of or addition to the facility on or after Mareh+52003 July 5, 2016.

“NFPA” means the National Fire Protection Association, Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA 02269.
References to the form “NFPA xx,” where “xx” is a number, refer to the NFPA standard or pamphlet of
the corresponding number.

“Nursing facility” means a facility licensed or seeking licensure pursuant to lowa Code section
135C.6, including a nursing facility for intermediate care or a nursing facility for skilled care.

ITEM 2.  Amend rule 661—205.5(100) as follows:

661—205.5(100) Hospitals.

205.5(1) New hospitals. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 2012 edition, Chapter 18, is adopted by
reference as the fire safety rules for new hospitals.

205.5(2) Existing hospitals. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2009 2012 edition, Chapter 19, is adopted

by reference as the fire safety rules for existing hospltals—wwh—&}%feﬂew*g—amené%

ITEM 3.  Amend rule 661—205.10(100) as follows:

661—205.10(100) Nursing facilities and hospices.

205.10(1) New nursing facilities and hospices. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 2012 edition,
Chapter 18, is adopted by reference as the fire safety rules for new nursing facilities and hospices that
provide inpatient care directly.

205.10(2) Existing nursing facilities and hospices. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2600 2012 edition,
Chapter 19, is adopted by reference as the fire safety rules for existing nursing facilities and hospices

that prov1de 1npat1ent care dlrectly—wﬁh—ﬁ%fel-lewmg—amendmems—



https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/ico/section/135C.6.pdf

ITEM 4.  Amend rule 661—205.15(100) as follows:

661—205.15(100) Intermediate care facilities for the-mentally retarded persons with intellectual
disabilities and intermediate care facilities for persons with mental illness.

205.15(1) New intermediate care facilities. New intermediate care facilities for the—mentally
retarded persons with intellectual disabilities and new intermediate care facilities for persons with
mental illness shall comply with the provisions of one of the following:

a. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 2012 edition, Chapter 18.

b.  NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 2012 edition, Chapter 32;




205.15(2) Existing intermediate care facilities. Existing intermediate care facilities for the-mentally
retarded persons with intellectual disabilities and existing intermediate care facilities for persons with
mental illness shall comply with the provisions of one of the following:

a. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2600 2012 edition, Chapter 19.

b.  NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 2012 edition, Chapter 33;-with-the-followingamendments:.

NOTE: Any requirement contained in Chapter 33 that is determined on a rating of evacuation
capability shall be based upon an evacuation capability rating of “impractical.” Any provision which
depends upon an evacuation rating of “prompt” or “slow” shall be unavailable.







ITEM 5. Amend rule 661—205.20(100) as follows:

661—205.20(100) Ambulatory health care facilities.
205.20(1) New ambulatory health care facilities. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 2012 edition,
Chapter 20, is adopted by reference as the fire safety rules for new ambulatory health care facilities.
205.20(2) Existing ambulatory health care facilities. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000 2012
edition, Chapter 21, is adopted by reference as the fire safety rules for existing ambulatory health care
facilities;with-the folowing-amendments:.




ITEM 6. Amend rule 661—205.25(100) as follows:

661—205.25(100) Religious nonmedical health care institutions.

205.25(1) New religious nonmedical health care institutions. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2000
2012 edition, Chapter 18, is adopted by reference as the fire safety rules for new religious nonmedical
health care institutions.

205.25(2) Existing religious nonmedical health care institutions. NFPA 101, Life Safety Code, 2600
2012 edition, Chapter 19, is adopted by reference as the fire safety rules for existing religious nonmedical

health care 1nst1tut10ns—wtt—h—t—h&feﬂea&ng—mﬁe&dmems—
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